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A method for embossing products with a rotary embossing
device includes controlling the rotation of at least one
embossing roller as a function of marks that are present on the
products and are detected by sensors. A folder gluer having a
rotary embossing device is also provided.
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1
METHOD FOR EMBOSSING PRODUCTS
WITH A ROTARY EMBOSSING DEVICE AND
FOLDER GLUER HAVING A ROTARY
EMBOSSING DEVICE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims the priority, under 35 U.S.C. §119,
of German Patent Application DE 10 2011 117 019.0, filed
Oct. 26, 2011; the prior application is herewith incorporated
by reference in its entirety.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION
Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a method for embossing
products with a rotary embossing device. The invention also
relates to a folder gluer or folding box gluing machine having
a rotary embossing device.

Folding boxes are packaging made of cardboard, in par-
ticular of corrugated cardboard or, on a limited scale, of
plastic. Depending on the structure of the folding box, glue is
applied to one or more locations during the folding process.
As a rule, folding boxes are made from blanks, which are
usually cut in a sheet-fed diecutting machine. The blank
needs to be glued on at least one edge. When the folded boxes
exit the folder-gluer, they are flat. The boxes are then set up or
assembled and filled either in a machine or by hand.

In addition to the folds that are necessary to create the
folding boxes, further crease lines are pre-folded in the folder-
gluer to prepare for the following production step. The pre-
folding operation simplifies the set up or assembly of the box
and the subsequent filling operation.

If the folding boxes are used for packaging pharmaceuti-
cals, the law requires that the name of the product be applied
to the folding box in Braille letters for the blind (for example
by embossing).

In accordance with the prior art, the Braille letters are
embossed either in the course of the diecutting process in the
sheet-fed diecutting machine or during the production of the
blanks. However, that is a complex process since one diecut-
ting sheet contains multiple blanks and for each blank, a pair
of tools including a female tool and a male tool needs to be
provided. Alternatively, the Braille letters may be produced
by rotary embossing devices that include two rotating
embossing tools and may be part of a folder-gluer as
described in U.S. Pat. No. 7,794,379 B2. In order to be able to
produce the embossment in the correct position on the folding
box blank, the rotary tools need to be synchronized with the
folding box blank. In particular, in order to create Braille
characters in folding box blanks, the synchronization needs to
be very accurate. Due to the mass inertia of the female tool,
the male tool and the rotary drive, the required degree of
accuracy of the synchronization is difficult or even impossible
to achieve. In addition, the productivity is limited due to the
fact that the rotary embossing device is impossible to adapt to
the size of the product to be processed.

German Patent Application DE 10 2007 060 581 A1 dis-
closes a rotary embossing device in which the duration of a
so-called asynchronous phase is defined by the extension of
the embossment to be created and the speed of the male and
female tools. Since there is a distance between the male tool
and the folding box blank in the asynchronous phase, it is
possible to position and thus to synchronize the embossing
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die of the male tool relative to the position of a folding box
blank surface to be embossed.

German Patent Application DE 10 2007 060 613 Al dis-
closes a rotary embossing device in which the male tool rolls
on the folding box blank in the region of an embossing seg-
ment only during the embossing operation to create the
embossment. Before and after the embossing operation, the
male tool is not in contact with the folding box blank. During
that window of time, which is also referred to as the asyn-
chronous phase, the male tool can be accelerated and decel-
erated in order to be able to synchronize, i.e. align, the
embossing segment, which is equipped with embossing dies,
relative to the position of a folding box blank surface that is to
be embossed.

Since prior art embossing devices operate according to that
simple start/stop mode of operation, their productivity and
accuracy are limited.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is accordingly an object of the invention to provide a
method for embossing products with a rotary embossing
device and a folder gluer having a rotary embossing device,
which overcome the hereinafore-mentioned disadvantages of
the heretofore-known methods and devices of this general
type and which attain greater productivity and accuracy.

With the foregoing and other objects in view there is pro-
vided, in accordance with the invention, a method for
embossing products with a rotary embossing device, which
comprises using a sensor to detect marks, at least a respective
one of which is disposed on each product to be embossed. The
rotary movement of at least one embossing roller is controlled
based on signals emitted by the sensor.

Through the use of the method of the invention, the prod-
ucts to be embossed may be transported through the emboss-
ing device in quick succession, thus increasing productivity.
Despite the high speed, it is possible to position the emboss-
ment on the products with a high degree of accuracy.

The sensor may be a touch-free sensor such as an optical
sensor. The marks may be printed onto the products or may be
features that are present on the products in any case such as
product edges, for instance the leading product edge.

The products may be printed sheets, for instance sheets of
cardboard, or folding box blanks. The embossing operation
may include providing the product with Braille characters.
The rotary movement of the embossing roller may be con-
trolled in such a way that the roller rotates non-uniformly. The
embossing roller may be equipped with a female embossing
tool or a male embossing tool.

In accordance with another mode of the invention, the
rotary movement of the embossing roller is controlled in such
away thatthe latter alternatingly rotates in a first direction, for
instance the clockwise direction, and in a second direction,
for instance in a counter-clockwise direction. In this case, the
embossing roller does not complete a 360° revolution. That is
to say, the embossing roller carries out a reciprocating move-
ment, being rotated in the first direction during each emboss-
ing operation and in the second direction in between the
respective embossing operations.

In accordance with a further mode of the invention, the
products are successively moved past the embossing roller in
a line or row, with each product being provided with at least
one embossment by the embossing roller in the process. The
embossment does not extend across the entire length of the
product, but only across an embossment section. When the
embossment section is located opposite the embossing roller
or when the embossment section passes the embossing roller,
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the embossing roller is rotated in the first direction. When the
product section that is not to be embossed and/or a gap
between successive products passes the embossing roller, the
embossing roller is rotated in the second direction. The sec-
tion that is not to be embossed and the gap between products
form a so-called embossing gap.

In accordance with an added mode of the invention, the
circumference of the embossing roller is subdivided into a
first circumferential section and a second circumferential sec-
tion. Only the first circumferential section is equipped with
tools such as dies or holes for embossing. The first circum-
ferential section may be referred to as the synchronous area or
section. The second circumferential section does not carry
any tool and may be referred to as the asynchronous section.
If the first circumferential section extends over an angle of
120°, the second circumferential section extends over the
remaining 240°. Each time an embossing gap passes, the
embossing roller rotates in the second direction at the maxi-
mum up to an angular limit. The angular limit corresponds to
one half of the length of the second circumferential section. If
the length of the second circumferential section is 240° as in
the example given above, the angular limit is 120°. Multiple
synchronous areas and multiple asynchronous areas amount-
ing to 360° in total may be distributed over the total length of
the circumference.

In accordance with an additional mode of the invention, a
respective product gap is present between the trailing edge of
the leading product and the leading edge of the product that
immediately follows in the line or row of products. The size of
the distance, i.e. of the product gap, varies from gap to gap in
the row.

In accordance with yet another mode of the invention, the
rotation of the embossing roller is controlled by a control
device in which movement curves or movement functions are
stored or calculated. The movement functions differ from
each other. The movement functions may differ, for example,
in terms of their function types.

In accordance with yet an added mode of the invention that
is advantageous in terms of automation, a program running in
the control device selects, for example calculates, a suitable
movement function for each product gap. Depending on the
signals of the sensor, the control device or the program run-
ning therein selects a different movement function for the
subsequent product gap than for the previous product gap.

Depending on the selected movement functions, when a
leading product gap passes, the control device controls the
rotation of the embossing roller in accordance with the one
movement function, and when a subsequent product gap
passes, the control device controls the rotation of the emboss-
ing roller in accordance with the other movement function.

In accordance with yet an additional mode of the invention
that is advantageous in view of a harmonious movement, the
movement functions are polynomial functions of different
degrees, and when a product gap passes, the rotation of the
embossing roller is controlled in accordance with a polyno-
mial function of a lower degree and when another product gap
passes, the rotation of the embossing roller is controlled in
accordance with a polynomial function of a higher degree.
For example, when a leading product gap passes, the rotation
of the embossing roller is controlled in accordance with a
fifth-degree polynomial function, and when the subsequent
product gap passes, the rotation of the embossing roller is
controlled in accordance with a seventh-degree polynomial
function.

In accordance with again another mode of the invention,
the aforementioned embossing roller cooperates with a fur-
ther embossing roller to emboss the products. In this case, in
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accordance with one variant, the embossing roller may be a
male roller and the further roller may be a female roller. In
accordance with a different variant, the embossing roller may
be a female roller and the further embossing roller may be
male roller. The synchronization of the rotary movements of
the two embossing rollers with each other takes precedence
over the synchronization of the rotary movement of the
embossing rollers and the transporting movement of the prod-
ucts. In controlling the rotary movement of the embossing
rollers, the control device takes into account the fact that the
synchronous running of the embossing rollers is more impor-
tant than the synchronous running of the embossing rollers
relative to the transporting movement of the products or prod-
uct transport device. This means, for example, that the syn-
chronization process accepts positional deviations between
the position of the embossing dies of the male roller and/or of
the holes in the female roller relative to the leading edge of the
respective product to be embossed if this is necessary to
ensure a sufficiently accurate coincidence or engagement
between the dies and holes.

With the objects of the invention in view, there is also
provided a rotary embossing device, comprising an electronic
control device containing a program for implementing the
method of the invention or one of the further developments
thereof.

With the objects of the invention in view, there is concomi-
tantly provided a folder-gluer equipped with such a rotary
embossing device.

Other features which are considered as characteristic for
the invention are set forth in the appended claims.

Although the invention is illustrated and described herein
as embodied in a method for embossing products using a
rotary embossing device and a folder gluer having a rotary
embossing device, it is nevertheless not intended to be limited
to the details shown, since various modifications and struc-
tural changes may be made therein without departing from
the spirit of the invention and within the scope and range of
equivalents of the claims.

The construction and method of operation of the invention,
however, together with additional objects and advantages
thereof will be best understood from the following descrip-
tion of specific embodiments when read in connection with
the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWING

FIG. 1 is a diagrammatic, longitudinal-sectional view of a
folder gluer;

FIG. 2 is an enlarged, longitudinal-sectional view of a
rotary embossing device of the folder gluer shown in FIG. 1;
and

FIGS. 3A and 3B are diagrammatic representations of
movement functions for controlling the rotary embossing
device shown in FIG. 2.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Referring now to the figures of the drawings in detail and
first, particularly, to FIG. 1 thereof, there is seen a folder-gluer
1 including a rotary embossing device 10. Folding box blanks
2 that constitute products to be embossed are transported in a
direction of transport T from a feeder through the folder-gluer
1 and through the rotary embossing device 10 to a delivery.
The rotary embossing device 10 includes a first embossing
roller 13 carrying a male tool 11 and a second embossing
roller 14 carrying a female tool 12 to create embossments in
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the folding box blanks 2, as seen in FIG. 2. The folding box
blanks 2 are moved at a speed vF.

The speed of the male tool 11 is vP, in a line of contact
between the male tool 11 and the folding box blank 2 during
the embossing operation. The speed of the female tool 12 is
vM, in a line of contact between the female tool 12 and the
folding box blank 2 during the embossing operation. During
the embossing operation, the speeds vP of the male tool, vM
of the female tool and vF of the folding box blank have the
same magnitude. Thus, there is no relative movement
between the tools 11, 12 and the folding box blank 2 and any
marking of the folding box blank is avoided. For this purpose,
the male tool 11 and the female tool 12 need to be synchro-
nized with each other in terms of their speed. Moreover, the
two embossing tools, i.e. the male tool 11 and the female tool
12, need to be synchronized with each other in terms of their
angular positions, i.e. dies 18 (see FIG. 2) of the male tool 11
must fit into holes 19 (see FIG. 2) formed in the female tool
12. If each of the male tool 11 and the female tool 12 is
equipped with its own embossing tool drive 20, 21, the syn-
chronization is achieved electronically.

As is shown in FIG. 2, the rotary embossing device 10
includes an electronic control device 28 for controlling the
first embossing tool drive 20 and the second embossing tool
drive 21. A mark 26, such as a cross, is printed onto each
folding box blank 2 to be detected by a sensor 27 of the control
device 28. The control device 28 can calculate the size of
product gaps 22 between the folding box blanks 2 based on
the detected marks 26. The first embossing roller 13 has a first
circumferential section 29 and a second circumferential sec-
tion 30. The dies 18, which are the embossing tools of the first
embossing rollers 13, are only provided in the first circum-
ferential section 29. A developed view or flat projection of the
first circumferential section 29 corresponds to an emboss-
ment section 16 of the respective folding-box blank 2.
Embossment(s) 23 are only introduced within the emboss-
ment section 16, having a length which is to be measured in
the direction of transport T. Embossing gaps 17 are formed
between the embossment sections 16 of the folding box
blanks 2. An embossing gap 17 is defined as the distance
between the trailing end of the embossment section 16 of the
leading folding box blank 2 and the leading end of the
embossment section 16 of the trailing folding box blank 2.
For reasons inherent to the system, the size of the product
gaps 22 varies from one product gap 22 to the next product
gap 22. In FIG. 2, for example, the product gap 22 between the
left-hand folding box blank 2 and the central folding box
blank 2 is greater than the product gap 22 between the central
folding box blank 2 and the right-hand folding box blank 2.
Since the size of the product gaps 22 varies for reasons inher-
ent to the system, the size of the embossing gaps 17 varies,
t00. In order to accommodate this fact, i.e. the varying size of
the product gaps, and to ensure that the angular position of the
dies 18 precisely coincides with that of the holes 19 of the
second embossing roller 14, the control device 28 controls the
first embossing tool drive 20 in such a way that in specific
situations, the first embossing tool drive 20 even moves the
first embossing roller 13 in accordance with a reciprocating
movement 15 to compensate between the movement of the
second circumferential section 30 and the movement of the
embossing gap 17. The second embossing tool drive 21 is
likewise controlled accordingly to cause the second emboss-
ing roller 14 to carry out a reciprocating movement. A pro-
gram P that contains different movement functions 24, 25 (see
FIGS. 3A and 3B) to assist in implementing the reciprocating
movement 15 is stored in the control device 28.
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The diagrams shown in FIGS. 3A and 3B illustrate the
angle of rotation of the first embossing roller 13 as a function
of a so-called machine angle of the folder gluer 1 or as a
function of the transporting movement T of a (non-illustrated)
transport device that transports the folding box blanks 2. The
two movement functions 24, 25, which are illustrated in a
highly diagrammatical way, are polynomial functions. Poly-
nomial function 24 is of a different degree than polynomial
function 25. Polynomial function 24 may be a polynomial
function of the fitth degree and polynomial function 25 may
be a polynomial function of the seventh degree.

The illustrated rotary embossing device 10 operates as
follows:

When the machine is set up, the embossment position and the
embossment length are predetermined in the specifications of
the product. Settings are made to specify the distance between
the leading edge of a respective folding box blank 2 and the
leading edge of the embossment section 16 as well as the
length of the embossment section 16. During operation, the
embossment position is maintained at an accuracy of =1
millimeter through the use of the closed-loop control based
on the marks 26. In terms of control technology, the products
(folding box blanks 2) form a so-called “master” and the
embossing rollers 13, 14 form so-called “slaves.” The
embossing rollers 13, 14—the slaves—are synchronized in a
positionally accurate way and controlled by the marks 26 with
the passing product—the master—in accordance with the
master/slave technology. Following each embossing opera-
tion, the slaves move or rotate into their stand-by position,
preferably controlled in accordance with the traveled distance
of the master rather than based on the passage of time. If, due
to the rapid succession of products, a slave has not reached its
stand-by position by the time the next product arrives, the
embossing rollers 13, 14 are newly synchronized with the
following product while in motion. The succession of prod-
ucts may vary while the length of the products is constant.
Thus, the size of the product gap 22 varies. The machine has
ahigh productivity of 100,000 folding box blanks per hour. At
a maximum production speed of 5 millimeters per millisec-
ond, the cycle time is as low as 36 milliseconds. This cycle
time can only be attained at a specific ratio between synchro-
nous phase and asynchronous phase. When the machine oper-
ates at this cycle, the slaves do not reach their stand-by posi-
tion; rather, they are re-synchronized immediately after each
synchronous phase. The synchronization occurs in the start-
ing point of the synchronized phase without any jolt. The
uncoupling of the slaves in controlling terms after the syn-
chronous phase of the last product to be embossed is imple-
mented in accordance with the same law of motion as the
coupling of the slaves to the master for the first product to be
embossed after the slaves were at a standstill. For the uncou-
pling process, the motion profile for moving into the stand-by
position is defined in a polynomial calculation based on the
distance traveled by the master. The polynomial calculation is
made by the control device 28 in accordance with the program
P. If polynomial calculations are used as the movement func-
tions 24, 25, particularly large product gaps 22 that exceed a
critical length may result in a reverse rotation of the emboss-
ing rollers 13, 14, thus creating the reciprocating movement
15 (reversing operation). This reverse rotation is acceptable
up to a selectable (angular) limit. The limit is one half of the
difference formed by the circumferential length ofthe respec-
tive embossing roller 13, 14 and the length of the embossment
section 16. The reverse rotation advantageously results in an
extension of the length of the subsequent movement of the
embossing rollers 13, 14 in the original direction. It is like-
wise possible to cause the respective embossing roller 13, 14
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to temporarily remain in the stand-by position when a product
gap 22 exceeds the critical length.

What is even more important than the synchronization
between the slaves relative to the master and thus the position
of'the embossment 23 on the respective folding box blank 2,
is the synchronization between the two slaves. For instance, if
the diameter of the embossing rollers 13, 14 is 130 millime-
ters, the two embossing rollers 13, 14 need to be synchronized
within a tolerance of +0.2 millimeters measurable along the
circumference of the roller. Due to the varying power dynam-
ics between the two embossing rollers 13, 14, in controlling
terms these two slaves or their embossing tool drives 20, 21
need to be cross-coupled. Any deviation from the synchroni-
zation between one slave and the master is transmitted to the
other slave by the control device 28 in order for the other slave
to follow that deviation. For instance, in an extreme case, the
control device 28 controls the one embossing tool drive 20, 21
relative to the other in such a way that when one embossing
roller stops rotating, the rotation of the other embossing roller
is likewise stopped in a synchronous movement.

The advantages of the invention are a harmonious move-
ment based on the asynchronous phase that is adapted in an
online process to the measured product distance. A re-calcu-
lation of'the applied curves (movement functions 24, 25) from
product to product using high-degree polynomials may pref-
erably be made in real time. A reciprocating movement 15 of
the embossing rollers 13, 14 at a variable angle of reciproca-
tionis implemented, thus even further reducing the dynamics.

The invention claimed is:

1. A method for embossing products with a rotary emboss-
ing device, the method comprising the following steps:

controlling a rotation of at least one embossing roller as a

function of a sensor detection of marks disposed on the
products;

alternatingly rotating the at least one embossing roller in a

first direction and in a second direction corresponding to
a reciprocating movement, in which the at least one
embossing roller does not carry out a full revolution
during the reciprocating movement; and

rotating the at least one embossing roller in the first direc-

tion during each embossing operation and in the second
direction between embossing operations.

2. The method according to claim 1, which further com-
prises:

successively transporting the products past the at least one

embossing roller and providing the products with
embossments within embossment sections using the at
least one embossing roller;

rotating the at least one embossing roller in the first direc-

tion each time an embossment section passes;

forming a respective embossing gap between an emboss-

ment section of a leading product and an embossment
section of a trailing product; and

rotating the at least one embossing roller in the second

direction each time an embossing gap passes.
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3. The method according to claim 1, which further com-
prises:
providing the at least one embossing roller with a total
circumferential length including a first circumferential
section and a second circumferential section;

providing the at least one embossing roller with embossing
tools all being exclusively located in the first circumfer-
ential section; and

carrying out each rotation of the at least one embossing
roller in the second direction only as far as an angular
limit corresponding to one half of the circumferential
length of the second circumferential section.

4. The method according to claim 1, which further com-
prises transporting the products past the at least one emboss-
ing roller in a row with product gaps of varying size formed
between the products.

5. The method according to claim 4, which further com-
prises controlling the rotation of the at least one embossing
roller in accordance with movement functions differing from
each other from product gap to product gap.

6. The method according to claim 5, which further com-
prises automatically selecting a suitable movement function
for each of the product gaps.

7. The method according to claim 6, which further com-
prises:
selecting the movement functions as polynomial functions
of different degrees;

controlling the rotation of the at least one embossing roller
in accordance with a polynomial function of a lower
degree when one of the product gaps passes; and

controlling the rotation of the at least one embossing roller
in accordance with a polynomial function of a higher
degree when another one of the product gaps passes.

8. The method according to claim 1, which further com-
prises:
providing a further embossing roller cooperating with the
at least one embossing roller;

providing the two embossing rollers respectively as a
female roller and a male roller; and

providing a synchronization between the rotation of the
further embossing roller and the rotation of the at least
one embossing roller with precedence over a synchro-
nization between the rotation of the further embossing
roller and a transporting movement of the products.

9. A folder gluer, comprising:
a rotary embossing device; and

a programmable control device having a program config-
ured to control said rotary embossing device in accor-
dance with the method of claim 1.
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